Jack Nicklaus’ picture-pretty
Pine Valley in Beijing is certainly one of Asia’s best

Text and photos by PATRICK LIM
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Set against a backdrop of majestic mountains,
the par four fourth is a good driving hole
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requiring two good shots to reach the putting
surface. The 9th is a par four that favours a
draw shot off the tee, then an accurate
approach to the green.

The back nine starts with a downhill par
four to a slightly raised green. Then comes a
demanding tee shot on 11 with water on the
left, with a short approach shot to a green by
the water. A short but testy hole where par is
a good score — mark that four with pride!

The par three 12th requires a long carry

over water. The 13th is a par five that heads
back towards the massive yet elegant club-
house. The 14th plays downhill but requires
two good hits to reach the green. The 15th
sweeps to twin fairways and an elevated
green complex...par here is a worthy score!
16 is a par five that is long, long, long...
17 is the signature hole, a par three
across water to an elevated green, with a
waterfall on the left... so don't push it
right! The finishing hole is a good par four of

medium length to an elevated green.

Apart from the Nicklaus Signature
course, 27 more holes of golf are currently
being completed and grown-in, ready
for play in the near future. Bearing Jack Jr’s
Signature, this course will have an additional
clubhouse.

Facilities at Pine Valley also include an
equestrian centre, spa, health centre, 118
guest rooms and even a pet hotel. m

The bunker-riddled par four fifth
can be a tricky customer
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stylish, 13,000-square metre
Pine Valley clubhouse
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FACT FILE

GOLF COURSE: Jack Nicklaus Signature Course - Par 72, 7259 yards Jack Nicklaus Il Links Course — 27 holes (opening soon)
LOCATION: Changping County, Beijing, about 60 kilometres west of the Beijing CBD. The 1,000-acre site is close to the famous Great
Wall site at Badaling

WEBSITE: www.pinevalley.com.cn

View of the Pine Valley hotel at night
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