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Nicklaus
on hand for

ceremony at
Ballantrae

BY ANDY VASQUEZ
andy.vasquez@scripps.com

PORT ST. LUCIE — Legendary golfer
Jack Nicklaus, who was an integral part
of the redesign at the Santa Lucia River
Clubat Ballantrae, joined members and
guests for an official opening ceremony
at the course Friday morning.

“The golf coursejust hasalittle more
life to it,” Nicklaus said. “The game has
changed so much that
you find that the golf
course over time gets
tired. And that’s what Bal-
lantrae got was tired.”

Nicklaus originally de-
signed the course, previ-
Nicklaus ously known as Bal-

lantrae Golf and Yacht
Club, which opened in 1992. Last sum-
mer, the 18-time major champion began
revamping the green complexes and tees
onevery hole, as Nicklaus’ redesign was
asignificant part of a $2.7 million reno-
vation project on the property owned by
Penn-Florida Companies.

“I think there’s plenty of quantifi-
able information in the real estate in-
dustry that when you have Jack’s name
onagolf course... it has more credibil-
ity,” said Jim Applegate, senior vice
president of the Club Properties Divi-
sion at Penn-Florida. “That’s why we
made the investment to change the golf
course and bring Jack back. It could
have been done differently, for alot less
money.”

On the first tee, Nicklaus cut a rib-
bon and hit a ceremonial tee shot down
the center of the fairway as about 150
spectators looked on. Nicklaus’ com-
pany has helped produce more than 300
golf courses worldwide.

“We’ve been doing golf courses now
for 40 years, and there’s a lot of golf
courses that I've done that want to be
modernized and refreshed,” Nicklaus
said. “I didn’t think we’d do that. I al-
ways laughed when I saw that Trent
Jones always used to come back and re-
do his own courses ... Now I'm doing
the same thing myself.”




